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On the Cover  

The cover art is the Judgment card from the New Mythic Tarot . Images from 

this soon -to -be released tarot deck are used with permission from Eddison -Sadd 

Editions, copyright © Tricia Newell and Giovanni Caselli. The joint copyright    

recognizes that Giovanniôs new art, as credited on the pack and book, is based 

on Triciaôs original art. 

 



 

Presidentès Corner 

I hope you found your winter holidays to be all you wanted. Iôve had the pleasure of sampling some of 

the many decks that came out in the 2008 season and a thought occurred to me. As varied as the decks 

are, so are the members of the American Tarot Association. We each are drawn to a deck or repulsed by 

a deck or even intrigued by a deck for a myriad of reasons. So too are the members of the ATA. Now 

Iôm not saying we are repulsive, but I am saying we are drawn to one another or intrigued because of 

different things. It is this variety that makes the ATA a strong organization. 

Because we celebrate all of our members from the beginner to the experienced, we can share in the rich 

tapestry that we create. We donôt judge because someone is certified from one organization but not an-

other. We donôt judge because someone isnôt certified and could care less about certification. We come 

together because of the ATAôs mission.  

The American Tarot Association is a professional and social organization for tarot enthusi-

asts, students, scholars, and readers. We promote the study and appreciation of tarot by 

supporting a variety of educational programs. We require a high level of ethics in tarot read-

ings by asking our members to agree to our published code of ethics. 

It is this mission that motivates the Board. We take this into consideration before we make decisions. 

Weôve revamped the website (Iôm crossing my fingers that weôll be unveiling that very soon). Weôve 

begun a project to help our professional members and those that want to become professional. Weôve 

also started working on gathering some legal resources for those of you in areas where outdated laws 

and ideas keep you from practicing your art. 

So I just want to take this moment to remind you to celebrate your own diversity. That uniqueness that 

is you is a strong thread in the tapestry that is the American Tarot Association. I hope you will vote in 

the upcoming ATA election. And I hope you will continue to keep the board posted of your needs and 

desires for your American Tarot Association. 

Until next time, 

Stephanie Arwen Lynch 

President 
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Notices from ATA Member At Large  Paul Weiss   
 

ATA Legal Aid Support Task Force 
 

American Tarot Association board has decided to create a legal aid support center for its members. In 

the past, the ATA board had received correspondences from readers that had experienced legal chal-

lenges. These legal challenges are associated with maintaining a tarot practice.  The goal of this support 

center is to help members find their own solutions when they are confronted with legal challenges. This 

would be located online at the ATA professional resource center -- name pending.  

Here are examples of legal challenges that some of our members may face or have already faced:  

a) Persecution on religious grounds;  

 b) Antiquated laws; 

 c) Fear-based discrimination from lack of knowledge about the tarot 

The ATA board is asking the members input on what kind of legal resources and information they 

would like to see at this support center.  The Board is also requesting volunteers who could be resources 

to fellow members. 

Submit your input, comments, questions or stories to Paul at memberatlarge@ata-tarot.com 

 

 

Local Tarot Group Directory 

 

Would you like to start a tarot local group in your hometown? Are you part of a tarot local group and 

would like to share your experiences? Would you enjoy meeting people in your area who are also inter-

ested in tarot? 

The American Tarot Association (ATA) board is developing a local tarot group directory that will be       

posted on the ATA website. Member-at-large member Paul Weiss is leading this project and also offer-

ing to be a mentor for members of local tarot groups. 

Please submit contact information about your tarot group for this directory, and if you need support or 

would like to help others who are creating local tarot groups, please email Paul at                                   

memberatlarge@ata-tarot.com 
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Interview with Juliet Sharman -Burke: Remaking 

the Mythic Tarot  

By Melanie Harris 
An analytic psychotherapist and author with a flair for 

creating tarots, Juliet Sharman-Burke is a dedicated, 

multi-faceted, and hard-working woman. She has taught 

astrology and tarot for many years, serving as adminis-

trator at the Centre for Psychological Astrology and 

staying in the spotlight on the tarot lecture circuit as well 

as through her many books. Sheõs the author of Under-

standing Tarot, The Complete Book of Tarot, The 

Mythic Tarot Workbook, Mastering the Tarot, and 

the Beginnerõs Guide to the Tarot, and she also co-

authored The Mythic Journey and The Mythic Tarot 

with Liz Greene. Her and Lizõs latest creation is the up-

coming re-release of The Mythic Tarot, to be issued as 

The New Mythic Tarot Pack (Ebury Press, projected 

release date May 2009) with a revised book and all new 

card illustrations. The deck is based on Greek mythology 

just like the original, but the images have been com-

pletely redrawn and executed anew. Re-creating a mod-

ern tarot with brand new artwork is highly unusual, so 

we asked Juliet if she would tell us more about The 

Mythic Tarotõs makeover. 

 

Quarterly Journal: I understand that the Mythic Tarot  is being reworked and re-issued. What prompted 

you to do this? 

Juliet Sharman Burke: The book was certainly due an update, and it now has a new introduction and 

some additions to the interpretation section. The new edition is larger and therefore much easier to read, 

with nice clear illustrations throughout.  

QJ: A different artist is doing the re-issueñwere you unhappy with the artwork of the original Mythic 

Tarot? 

JSB: The new cards are illustrated by Giovanni Caselli, the artist who designed the Sharman-Caselli deck, 

using the same symbolic design that Liz Greene and I gave to Tricia Newell, which she followed faithfully 

and beautifully when she illustrated the original deck in 1986. We therefore felt it was important to keep the 

symbolism intact and close to our original vision, but also felt that it would be nice to freshen up the images 

with a new look, although we were certainly not unhappy with Tricia Newellõs version at all.  

QJ: In addition to your tarot work, I understand you operate a private practice as a psychotherapist in Lon-
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donñis that where you are originally from? 

JSB: I was actually born in East Africa, but I have lived in London for 

much of my life. I also lived in Canada and the Middle East for a few 

years, but now I spend most of my time between London and South 

West France, which provides a perfect contrast between city and coun-

try life.   

QJ: What do you like best, the city living or the country living? 

JSB: I love living in London, as it provides such a stimulating wealth 

of cultureñart galleries, museums, and theatres, as well as some stun-

ning parks and architecture. It is impossible to be bored in such a vi-

brant city. However, life is much more hectic than it used to be (or 

maybe I am just getting old!) so I like to retreat every so often to rural 

France. 

QJ: Well, you certainly deserve a retreat now and then; you seem to 

stay quite busy. Are you working on anything else right now besides 

the Mythic Tarot  re-release? 

JSB: There are a few things coming up. One is the release of a Tarot 

Study Shop. Astrologos recorded a two-day workshop that Liz Greene and I gave together in London last 

year. It is a double CD for use in the computer and it gives the full audio and visual material of the seminar. 

We used both the Mythic Tarot  and the Sharman-Caselli deck as illustrations, and Bernadette Brady, who 

has designed [the Tarot Study Shop CD], is very clever indeed with all things technical and has done a bril-

liant job. [www.astrologos.co.uk] 

QJ: Youõre very in demand on the tarot lecture circuitñwhere are you headed next? 

JSB: Next Easter, I am going back to Bali to do a nine day tarot course with Heaven and Earth Workshops. 

Evelyn Roberts has designed some amazing courses so that people can study tarot or astrology in the most 

beautiful country imaginable. I was lucky enough to have taught there last year, and I am thrilled to be going 

back again. It is a wonderful opportunity to spend time learning while also enjoying the wonders of Bali. If 

any of your readers are interested, they should have a look on the website 

www.heavenandearthworkshops.com 

QJ: How did your interests in tarot, psychology, and astrology first develop, anyway? 

JSB: I have been interested in tarot and astrology since my teens when I started taking courses with Liz 

Greene, whose wonderful teaching was a great inspiration. Her groundbreaking work combining depth psy-

chology, astrology, and her use of myth to elucidate them both, led me to train as a psychotherapist.       

QJ: Do you use astrology concepts in your tarot readings?  

JSB: I do use astrological concepts in tarot readings when appropriate, as having natal chart information 

can provide additional understanding when doing a reading, showing the way in which an individual might 

be likely to process the imagery contained in a spread. Astrology can be helpful when it comes to timing by 

looking at the progressions and transits. Tarot and astrology are both systems that require intuitive under-
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The Moon Card from                            

the New Mythic Tarot  
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standing, although the pictorial quality of the tarot allows even more scope for the imagination. They are 

highly complementary systems, which do work really well together.   

QJ: What tarot deck do you use most often for readings? 

JSB: I use the Mythic Tarot because I like to use the myths in the reading, although if a person expresses a 

particular wish to use the Sharman-Caselli deck, I am also very comfortable with that deck. These two are 

my favorites, and I only ever use one or the other for doing readings. 

QJ: What do you think a person should look for when choosing a tarot deck? 

JSB: The most important thing, in my opinion, is that you 

should feel comfortable and in accord with the imagery and 

symbolism of a deck. I believe it is necessary to really like the 

cards both pictorially and symbolically in order to work well 

with them, and these days there are so many different decks 

that it can be quite a difficult task to choose one. It is neces-

sary to do your homework carefully, as I think once you have 

found a deck that you really like, one that speaks to you, you 

tend to stick with it, so it is an important decision. Of course, 

it is great to collect decks out of interest, and it is true that 

tarot cards make fascinating collections, but in my experience, 

most people will select a favorite deck that they use exclusively 

for readings.   

QJ: In your twenty plus years of working with the tarot, have 

you ever had any revelation or epiphany that greatly improved 

your cartomancy skills? 

JSB: Well, I donõt know about any revelation or epiphany, but 

one thing happened early on that made me aware of the im-

portance of relying on the message of the cards rather than 

using any personal knowledge. Many years ago, when I first 

started doing readings, I was laying out the cards for a friend 

who had been married for a couple of years and had spent at 

least eighteen months of that time renovating a beautiful 

home. The cards pointed to change, possibly of residence, and 

upheaval, so I said, òEverything seems to be going in the di-

rection of moving, but of course that could not possibly be true in your case because you have just settled 

into your new homeéThe cards must be wrong.ó In other words, I was using prior knowledge to counter 

what the cards appeared to be indicating. However, she said to my surprise, òIõm leaving my husband, no 

one knows yet, but I am moving into a rented flat next week.ó 

QJ: What do you feel is one of the most common mistakes made by beginning tarot readers? 

JSB: Probably trying too hard to get it right and not letting their intuition guide them. I notice students 

scrabbling for their notebooks to read the interpretation in order to get the òcorrectó answer rather than 
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The Ace of Pentacles from                            

the New Mythic Tarot  

(black and white image)  



letting the images speak for themselves. My position is that if you learn the symbolic message of each card 

and do the work, by which I mean meditating on the images, associating them with things you are familiar 

with in your own life, and learning the symbolic and mythic associations, then the meanings of the cards will 

naturally unfold.    

The New Mythic Tarot is published by Ebury Publishing, an imprint of Rider and Company, a division of Random 

House, and will be released May 7, 2009. It can be pre-ordered at http://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Mythic-Tarot-Deck/

dp/1846041783 or at the publishers website, http://www.eburypublishing.co.uk/ 

ISBN-10: 1846041783//ISBN-13: 978-1846041785 

Melanie Harris writes for many occult publications, and she is the founder of United Witches global coven, 

www.unitedwitches.org. She offers a free monthly e-newsletter, Tarot Magic News. To subscribe, send a note to in-

joyart@yahoo.com 
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